8 *                  PRELIMINARY REMARKS,

no one of them, as written for the occasion, was
fully delivered, for reasons which need not here
be given. This was the less regretted, by the
author at least, because in the intention of the
Founder they were to be prepared for the press
as well as for the lecture-room; and inasmuch as
they were designed for others more exposed to
the danger of imbibing moral poison than the
well-instructed students, whose especial benefit
was first consulted, simplicity of style, condensa-
tion, and suggestiveness were the points aimed
at by the writer.

Because the fund invested for this lectureship
unfortunately has been ridden on a rail until ex-
hausted, that was not considered a valid reason
for withholding from the Church, work to which
she had appointed him, since it is the way of
Providence to make feeble means reach impor-
tant ends. Though sensible of defects which may
need the forbearance of his brethren, he has no
apology to make. If the lectures arc good, they
need none; if bad, they deserve none ; and so he
commits them to the Lord and his Church, espe-
cially that part of it in which he began his minis-
try, and in which he has been permitted to serve
continuously for a period as long as that which
the Israelites spent in the wilderness.